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from which the ideas have been derived are easily accessible in print. 
Had they not been so, Mr. Fisher would hardly have known them, for 
his references are exclusively to printed authorities, and his reading of 
these has apparently not been exhaustive. But the view of the war to 
which they lead is a reasonable one, and it is more fully set forth by 
Mr. Fisher than by any previous writer. 

The shortcomings of this history are quite as evident as are its excel- 
lencies. It is not the outgrowth of a thorough study of the antecedents 
of the Revolution. Hence questions of law and political theory receive 
scant attention. The process by which the old governments were 
overthrown and the new ones built up is not systematically described. 
Social and economic conditions in the colonies have not been investi- 
gated. The specific conditions in England which determined its atti- 
tude toward the colonial question are not adequately explained, and in 
regard to this matter Mr. Fisher might have made better use of the 
early labors of Lecky and Trevelyan. The influence of the West on 
the Revolution is largely ignored. Ample materials are accessible for 
a more thorough treatment of the conditions affecting the American 
army throughout the war, and this is a subject of fundamental im- 
portance. So also is the subject of finance. In his treatment of the 
campaigns in the South Mr. Fisher might have profited by reading 
McCrady's volumes on the Revolution in South Carolina. 

H. L. Osgood. 

Verfassung und Verwaltung der St'ddte: England, Frankreich, 
Nordamerika. By F. W. Hirst, H. Berthelemy, Frank J. Good- 
now and Delos F. Wilcox. (Schriften des Vereins fur Sozial- 
politik, Band 123). Leipzig, Duncker und Humblot, 1908. — 227, 
299 pp. 

Some three or four years ago it was announced that a series of 
volumes dealing with the structure and functions of municipal govern- 
ment in the various countries of Europe and America would be pub- 
lished in that well-known and highly serviceable undertaking, the 
Schriften des Vereins filr Sozialpolitik. This announcement led stu- 
dents of the subject to hope that these volumes would bring together, 
in compact form, a great deal of valuable information which has 
hitherto been obtainable only under considerable difficulties, and that 
they would present a comparative survey of municipal organization 
which would be comprehensive, accurate and informing. Several 
numbers in the series have now appeared, among them small volumes 
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dealing with Prussia, the smaller German states, Austria and Switzer- 
land. The present number, which forms the largest volume of the 
series, gives attention to the municipal systems of England, France and 
the United States. 

The discussion of English municipal administration is contained in 
three chapters written by Mr. F. W. Hirst of the London Economist. 
The first of these presents a general outline of the subject under the 
title "Municipalities in England," a summary which is well-propor- 
tioned, clearly written and capable of performing excellent service as 
a general introduction to the study of English urban government. The 
other two chapters deal with London and Leeds respectively , and illus- 
trate the special administration of the metropolis on the one hand , and 
the governance of a typical provincial borough on the other. Both 
contain rather lengthy historical introductions which scarcely seem to 
be appropriate in view of the limited space which is available for the 
discussion of contemporary administration, but otherwise these chap- 
ters will serve a useful purpose. Mr. Hirst's mastery of his subject is 
unquestionable, but in the limited scope which is afforded him he has 
hardly been able to do himself adequate justice. 

About sixty pages of the volume are allotted to an essay on the 
municipal institutions of France by Professor Honore Berthelemy of the 
University of Paris, a scholar who is well known to American students 
through his admirable treatises on French administrative law. Special 
attention is given to the evolution of communal institutions, but 
present-day organization receives its due share of attention, and the 
writer even finds it possible to give his readers some general idea of the 
social and economic activities of the French municipalities. A special 
chapter on the administration of Paris would have been a welcome 
addition. 

A fifty-page essay by Professor F. J. Goodnow summarizes the posi- 
tion and powers of cities in the United States in a way which affords a 
model of concise presentation, while Dr. Delos F. Wilcox, in the re- 
maining two hundred pages of the work singles out for special study 
and analysis nine important American cities, New York, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, St. Louis, Boston, Baltimore, Cleveland, San Francisco 
and New Orleans. The information which he presents is timely, in- 
teresting and, on the whole, reasonably accurate ; but the arrangement 
of matter is not always as well considered as it might be. There is a 
good deal of needless detail on the one hand, and some important 
omissions on the other. Much that is included (particularly that which 
is of a statistical nature) is at best of only transitory value, and one 
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may question whether its inclusion in a work of this sort will prove of 
any real advantage. 

As for the publishers they have done their work atrociously. The 
table of errata spreads itself over six pages, and even then it does not 
include a moiety of the errors in typography. It is difficult to under- 
stand how a publication of such high standing should have dealt with 
its contributors in this ungainly fashion. 

William Bennett Munro. 
Harvard University. 

Problems of City Government. By L. S. Rowe. New York, 
D. Appleton and Company, 1908. — 358 pp. 

The Government of American Cities. By Horace E. Deming. 
New York and London, G. P. Putman's Sons, 1909. — ix, 323 pp. 

The Government of European Cities. By William B. Munro. 
New York, The Macmillan Company, 1909. — ix, 409 pp. 

The interest which the American people are taking in the problems 
of city government is evidenced by the appearance of these three books 
in almost as many months. This interest, however, is of comparatively 
recent development. For, as Mr. Deming points out, it was only 
about 1880 that the people of the United States became aware that 
there really was a municipal problem in this country. That the interest 
is now a keen one and is causing the municipal problem to be sub- 
jected to investigation from more than one point of view is to be seen 
both in the thoroughness of the work done and in the breadth of treat- 
ment which are characteristic of these, the most recent studies on the 
subject. Although these books have, as has been intimated, appeared 
almost simultaneously, each treats a different phase of the subject and 
none of the three duplicates to an appreciable extent the work done by 
either of the others. 

Dr. Rowe is thus more interested in the functions of city government 
than in any other part of the general subject. It is true he devotes 
one chapter to a consideration of municipal organization, but the pri- 
mary purpose of his book is the endeavor to ascertain, from an exam- 
ination of the historical development of cities, from a consideration of 
the character of urban populations and from a comparison of existing 
municipal organizations, what is the proper theory of municipal func- 
tions. His general conclusions are that the most highly developed 
municipal life is possible only upon the condition that the urban com- 



